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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-8, 10, 11, 13-16, 19, 22, 23 and 26-31 have been examined. 
Application 09/602,971 (Internet based network for automotive applications including 
the facilitation of e-commerce and e-business, and management of wireless connectivity 
with vehicles) has a filing date 06/23/2000. 

Response to Amendment 

2. In response Final Rejection filed 04/09/2008, the Applicant filed an RCE on 
09/09/2008, which amended claims 1, 13, 19 and added new claims 29-31. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under 
section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application 
filed in the United States only if the international application designated the 
United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language. 

Claims 1 -8, 1 0, 1 1 , 1 3-1 6, 1 9, 22, 23 and 26-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) 
as being anticipated by Witkowski (US 7,257,426) 



As per claims 1 and 1 3, Witkowski teaches: 

A network system for effectuating data communication between a vehicle and a 
data processing resource, said system comprising: 
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An in vehicle monitoring unit for monitoring vehicle operations and for providing 
vehicle related information (see figure 4 item 10a; col 12, line 56 - col 13, line 15); 

an in-vehicle device in operative communications with the in-vehicle monitoring 
unit and installed in said vehicle, said in-vehicle device having a first wireless network 
connectivity interface (see figure 4 item 10b); and 

store display adapted to physically hold a plurality of products for sale to and 
accessible by a customer, said store display equipped with a communication interface 
device (see col 9, lines 60-67 "drive-through menu board"; col 13, lines 1-5 "website of 
the manufacturer of the vehicle") having: 

a second wireless network connectivity interface, said second wireless network 
connectivity interface adapted to data communicates with said first wireless network 
connectivity interface (see figure 4, item 10a; ) and 

communication interface to communicate data between said second wireless 
network connectivity interface and said data processing resource (see figure 4 item 48; 
col 13, lines 1-5 "remote database"), the communication interface communicating the 
vehicle related information from said in-vehicle monitoring unit via the in-vehicle device 
to said data processing resource for processing by the data processing resource (see 
col 10, lines 1-15 "vehicle location is detected approaching a drive through menu 
board"; col 13, lines 1-15 "malfunction is reported to the manufacturer"), wherein the 
data processing resource communicates selection information to the store display for 
selecting at least one of the products for sale physically held by the store display 
responsive to the vehicle related information (see col 10, lines 101-25 "menu 
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information is downloaded to the vehicle display system"; col 13, lines 1-10 "warranty 
and part information are accessed through the manufacturer website"). 
As per claims 2 and 14, Witkowski teaches: 
wherein said communication interface device further comprises: 
a wireless data connection, said wireless data connection adapted to effectuate a 
data connection with a wireless device (see col 10, lines 1-25). 
As per claims 3 and 1 5, Witkowski teaches: 

wherein said wireless data connection includes at least one of the following: 

a wireless transceiver interface (See col 10, lines 1-25); 

said wireless device interface; 

a wireless modem interface; 

a wireless phone interface; or 

a wireless data link (see col 10, lines 1-25). 

As per claims 4 and 1 6, Witkowski teaches: 

wherein said wireless device is at least one of the following: 

a wireless phone; 

a personal data assistant (see column 1, lines 20-30); 
a pager; 

a personal computer ; 

an Internet appliance; or 

a programmable storage device. 

As per claim 5, Witkowski teaches: 



Application/Control Number: 09/602,971 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3688 

wherein said in-vehicle device further comprises: 

a wireless data connection, said wireless data connection adapted to effectuate a 
data connection with a wireless device (see col 10, lines 1-25). 
As per claim 6, Witkowski teaches: 

wherein said wireless data connection includes at least one of the following: 

a wireless transceiver interface; 

said wireless device interface; 

a wireless modem interface; 

a wireless phone interface; or 

a wireless data link (see col 10, lines 1-25). 

As per claim 7, Witkowski teaches: 

wherein said wireless device is at least one of the following: 
a wireless phone; 

a personal data assistant (see column 1, lines 20-30); 
a pager; 

a personal computer; 

an Internet appliance; or 

a programmable storage device. 

As per claim 8, Witkowski teaches: 

wherein said first wireless network connectivity interface, said second wireless 
network connectivity interface and said communication interface include at least one of 
the following communication interface types: 
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a wired data link; 

a wide area network connection; 

a network connection (see col 2, lines 60-67); 

a universal serial bus port; 

a personal data assistant interface; 

an RS232 interface; 

an RS485 interface; 

a carrier current interface; 

a network connection to the Internet; 

a modem interface; 

a wireless modem interface; 

a wireless phone transceiver; 

a wireless phone interface; 

a wireless data link; or 

a local area network interface. 

As per claim 1 0, Witkowski teaches: 

wherein said data processing resource is one of the following: 

a global network data processing resource; 

a global network server (see col 2, lines 10-45); 

a global network application server; 

a global network database; 

a virtual private network 
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an emergency monitoring network; 

a second communication interface device; 

a second in-vehicle device; 

a personal computer; 

a wireless phone; 

a personal data assistant; 

a pager; 

a pocket sized personal computer; 
a programmable storage device; or 
an Internet appliance. 
As per claim 1 1 , Witkowski teaches: 

wherein said first wireless network connectivity interface, said second wireless 
network connectivity interface and said communication interface data communicate by 
at least one of the following: 

a wireless connection (see col 10, lines 1-25); 

a wired connection; 

a personal data assistant interface; 

a wireless phone interface; 

an RS232 serial interface; 

an RS485 interface; 

a USB port interface; 

an ethernet connection; 
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a TCP/IP type network connection; 

a PPP type network connection; 

a SLIP type network connection; 

a socket layer network connection; 

BLUETOOTH protocol or standard; or 

Wireless Application Protocol or standard. 

As per claim 1 9, Witkowski teaches: 

A method of data communicating between an in-vehicle device installed in a 
vehicle and a data processing resource, said method comprising: 

a) physically holding by a store display that is accessible by a customer, a 
plurality of products for sale (see col 10, lines 1-25); 

b) routing vehicle related information from an in-vehicle monitoring unit to the in- 
vehicle device (see figure 4 item 1 0a; col 1 2, line 56 - col 1 3, line 1 5); 

c) communicating a plurality of digital content including vehicle related 
information wirelessly between the in-vehicle device and the store display equipped with 
a communication interface device to effectuate data communication of the vehicle 
related information from said in-vehicle device to said data processing resource (see col 
10, lines 1-15 "vehicle location is detected approaching a drive through menu board"; 
col 13, lines 1-15 "malfunction is reported to the manufacturer"), 

d) routing said plurality of digital content from said store display to said data 
processing resource (see col 10, lines 1-25); 
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e) determining at said data processing resource a plurality of return digital 
content including selection information for selecting at least one of the products for sale 
responsive at least in part to said plurality of digital content (see col 10, lines 101-25 
"menu information is downloaded to the vehicle display system"; col 13, lines 1-10 
"warranty and part information are accessed through the manufacturer website"). 

f) routing said plurality of return digital content to said store display (see column 
10, lines 1-25); 

g) presenting said plurality of return digital content to said customer at said store 
display (see col 10, lines 101-25 "menu information is downloaded to the vehicle display 
system"; col 13, lines 1-10 "warranty and part information are accessed through the 
manufacturer website"). and 

h) physically selecting, by the customer, at said store display the at least one of 
the products of sale physically held by the store display responsive to the selection 
information using said presented return digital content (see col 4, lines 1-15 "electronic 
payment authorize by the driver of the vehicle from menu information displayed from 
menu board"). 

As per claim 22, Witkowski teaches: 

receiving the selection of one or more of said plurality of return digital content 
from said customer at said store display (see column 10, lines 1-25). 
As per claim 23, Witkowski teaches: 

wherein said data processing resource is a global network based data 
processing resource (see col 14, lines 40-65). 
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Claim 26, Witkowski teaches: 

wherein the store display is configured to accept input from the customer via an 
input device such that the at least one of the products for sale is selected by the 
customer at the store display based on the vehicle related information provided from the 
in-vehicle device (see col 10, lines 1-25. 

Claim 27, Witkowski teaches: 

wherein the at least one of the products for sale is physically selected by the 
customer from the store display (see col 9, line 60 - col 10, line 25). 
Claim 28, Witkowski teaches: 

wherein the processing resource provides to the store display the selection 
information regarding the at least one of the products for sale that are compatible with 
the vehicle related information associated with the vehicle operations and provided from 
the in- vehicle device (see col 9, line 60 - col 10, line 25). 

Claim 29, Witkowski teaches: 

wherein the store display includes a display rack for physically holding the 
products for sale (see col 8, lines 56-67 "service maintenance center"; col 10, lines 1-25 
"bank, prescription store, retail store"). 

Claim 30, Witkowski teaches: 

wherein the vehicle related information includes status information and/or 
maintenance parts of the vehicle used for physical selection of the products for sale at 
the store (see col 8, line 55-67). 

Claim 31 , Witkowski teaches: 
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wherein the in-vehicle device communicates at least vehicle operations 
information to the store display to aid the customer in the physical selection of one of 
the products held by the store display (see col 10, lines 1-25 "menu"). 

Response to Arguments 
4. Applicant's arguments filed 09/09/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. The Applicant argues that Witkowski is silent about the drive-thru board 
46 including capabilities to physically hold products that are for sale, thus according to 
the Applicant, Witkowski does not teach "a store display adapted to physically hold a 
plurality of products for sale to and physically accessible by a customer". The Examiner 
answers that Witkowski 's drive-thru board 46 are retail stores, such as drive-thru 
prescription stores which allows drivers to order physical products (i.e. prescription 
drugs) more conveniently and more quickly without the need for the driver to leave the 
vehicle to effect a transaction (see col 10, lines 15-25). Therefore, contrary to 
Applicant's argument, Witkowski 's drive-thru store includes capabilities to physically 
hold products as drivers are ordering physical products (i.e. prescriptions) from said 
stores as said drivers are driving to said stores to pick-up the physical product (i.e. 
drive-thru). 

The Applicant argues that Witkowski does not teach communicating the "vehicle 
related information from said in vehicle monitoring unit via the in-vehicle device to the 
data processing resource and furthermore, the Applicant argues that Witkowski is silent 
regarding the data processing resource communicating selection information for 
selecting at least one of the products for sale responsive to vehicle information. The 
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Examiner answers that Witkowski teaches obtaining diagnostic information about a 
vehicle, such as fuel and service related operation (see col 8, lines 37-67) to facilitate 
repair of said vehicle (see col 12, line 47 - col 13, line 15) and allowing a driver of said 
vehicle to place orders for products related to said vehicle's diagnostic information such 
for example, fuel purchase (see col 10, lines 1-25). Therefore, contrary to Applicant's 
argument, Witkowski teaches Applicant's claimed invention. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANIEL LASTRA whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6720 and fax 571-273-6720. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James W. Myhre can be reached on (571)272-6722. The official Fax 
number is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/DANIEL LASTRA/ 
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